THE AMERICAN NOVEL

heroine whose name became temporarily proverbial. These
qualities gave the young girl, in fiction as in common life,
much freedom of action without the penalty of being sus-
pected of designs she probably did not harbor. Daisy Miller,
subject of unjust gossip abroad, would have been understood
at home. In actual experience even American girls grow up,
but popular fiction did its best to keep them forever chil-
dren. Nothing broke the crystal shallows of their confidence.
They were insolently secure in a world apparently made for
them. From Hawthorne to the beginnings of naturalism there
was hardly a single profound love story written in America,
Green girls were the heroines and censors.

The older women created by the local color generation
included certain fashionable successes and social climbers in
large cities who had more complex fortunes than the young
girls, but for the most part these were merely conventional
and had to wait for sharper novelists like Edith Wharton
and Robert Herrick. The generation came nearer to reality
in its representation of a type which is notably characteristic
of the United States: the woman who is also a lady, combin-
ing in herself the functions both of an active housewife and
of an attractive ornament of her society. The shortage of
household servants made it necessary and the increase of
labor-saving devices made it possible for many American
women, while taking care of their houses with their own
hands, to keep books and music beside them as pioneer
farmers kept muskets near them in the fields, If they had
little leisure for intrigue or public affairs, they were still not
lost in habitual drudgery. They were almost a new species of
women. Local color, however, was too much used to the
species to think of laying much stress on it.

Only New England emphasized a distinct type: the old
maid. She has been studied in that section as in no other
quarter of the world. Expansion and emigration after the
Civil War drew heavily upon the declining Puritan stock; and